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Annual General Meeting of

Darlington for Culture Ltd


Monday 17th October 2022

6.30pm for 7pm

John Wade Lounge, Darlington Hippodrome

Officers, Committee Members, Members & Volunteers

Guest Speaker - Mike Crawshaw, Head DBC Events & Heritage Team; Steven Wiper, Creative Darlington; Alex Nicholson, DBC



Minutes


1. Welcome and apologies

Apologies - Julie Vickerman (Small Grants), Simon Nicholson (Assistant Treasurer), Phil Sculthorpe (Committee member)

1 Minutes last AGM (November 2021)

Minutes were shared with members via email prior to the meeting. No questions tendered. 

Tori Gill – approved
Lorraine Cook - seconded

2 Annual report 
Reports was read prior to the meeting. 
Small Grants report was read as submitted late post-issuing of the minutes. 
Chair paid tribute to the council for recognising that a thriving cultural offer is supportive of the economy within the community and a thank you to Alex Nicholson for organising the events.
Chair handed gifts to Heather, Glenda and Lesley for their long service.  
Heather gave a brief summary of her report.


3 Annual account (2021/2022) & membership fees

Accounts have been shared prior to the meeting for dates 2021-2022. A member raised a typographical error which has been corrected in the recorded report. The accounts should have read for March 2022 not 2021. 
The treasurer made a case for the increase for existing members for £15 for a member and £35 for an organisation. A question was raised about value for money and the Chair exemplified the support that TGi media provide through numbers and people attending events. A member questioned the website as being out of date, review membership offer as the benefits are not in line with what is happening. Suggestions were raised on having a diary online or a calendar of events. This was deemed difficult due to the changing nature of events coming to light. 
This will be reviewed by committee at their next meeting. 
Proposal was carried that the rise in membership fees be moved to the next AGM for existing members but continue the current rate for new members and organisations. 

4 Election of Committee Members

Yvonne Richardson was proposed and has been welcomed as a new committee member. 

5 Thanks from Chair 

The Chair gave thanks to the continued support of member and to the committee for their continued efforts. Thanks were also given to the Hippodrome for allowing us to host our meeting. 

6 AOB
None was put forward. 

7 Guest Speaker

Mike Crawshaw, Darlington Borough Council, gave an update on what is happening with the Bi-centenary. 
The transformation of the rail heritage quarter and the Head of Steam Museum is underway and is now fully funded. Admission will be free upon completion. 
Plans include a “Kynren-style” street theatre event proposed for 26-28th September 2025 and plans to recreate the first day picture – 27th September 2025 on the famous Skerne bridge. 


Zoe Mather
Secretary, DfC
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