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Darlington for Culture Limited

Procedures for Committee Elections

1. Background
1.1. This document sets out the procedures for elections of Darlington for Culture Limited (DfC) Committee members. Note that DfC’s Rules of Society will always take precedence to that which is laid out in this document.
1.2. DfC’s rules of society state that:
1.2.1. The Society shall have a Committee comprising not less than three and not more than 12 persons. The initial Committee of the Society from incorporation until the first Annual General Meeting shall be appointed by the Founder Members.
1.2.2. A Committee member shall, subject to Rule 39 [of the Rules of Society]…hold office until the end of the next Annual General Meeting following his/her election. Retiring members shall be eligible for re-election at the Annual General Meeting at which they retire. 
2. Nominations
2.1. Nomination forms (see Annex 1) shall be sent out to all members of DfC at least 28 days before an Annual General Meeting.
2.2. Any individual member of DfC or representatives of organisations that are members may stand for election, as long as they can secure the nomination of two other individual members of DfC or the named representative of organisations that are members (i.e. the named representative as held on record by DfC).

2.3. Nomination forms must be returned submitted to the DfC Secretary before the Annual General Meeting commences.

3. Elections

3.1. If 12 or less eligible people (see 2 above) are nominated for election as DfC Committee members then:

3.1.1. A resolution stating that all of the eligible nominated candidates should be elected as DfC Committee members shall be put to the vote at the Annual General Meeting. This vote shall be carried out in accordance with Rule 24 of the Rules of Society.

3.1.2. If the resolution to elect all eligible nominated candidates as DfC Committee members is not carried then separate resolutions to elect each eligible nominated candidate shall be put to the vote at the Annual General Meeting. These votes shall be carried out in accordance with Rule 24 of the Rules of Society.

3.2. If more than 12 eligible people (see 2 above) are nominated for election as DfC Committee members then:

3.2.1. The first half hour of the Annual General Meeting shall be given over to ‘hustings’, at which each nominated candidate will be able to speak for 2 minutes.

3.2.2. After the ‘hustings’ a secret ballot shall be held at the Annual General Meeting. The ballot papers shall list every candidate and each member and proxy voter (see 4 below) shall be entitled to vote for up to 12 candidates. The 12 candidates with the most votes will be elected as DfC Committee members.

4. Proxy votes

4.1. All members unable to make an Annual General Meeting shall be allowed to nominate a proxy voter. This nominated proxy voter must be a member of DfC or the named representative of an organisation that is a member (i.e. the named representative as held on record by DfC).

4.2. In order to nominate a proxy voter the form in Annex B must be completed and brought to the Annual General Meeting.

5. Honorary officers

5.1. As stated in the Rules of Society – ‘Members of the Committee shall elect a Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer of the Society from amongst their own number. The election of Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer will therefore take place at the first DfC Committee meeting after each Annual General Meeting.’
6. Unusual circumstances

6.1. In circumstances not covered by the procedures outlined above the DfC Committee will agree amended or supplementary procedures to those outlined here.

Agreed by the Committee of Darlington for Culture Limited – 1 May 2016
Annex 1

Form for those seeking nomination for election as a DfC Committee Member

	Name of person seeking election 


	

	Organisation (if representing a member organisation)
	

	Membership number
	

	Signature
	

	Date


	


	Name of person nominating the above person 
	

	Organisation (if named representative of a member organisation)
	

	Membership number
	

	Signature
	

	Date


	


	Name of person nominating the above person
	

	Organisation (if named representative of a member organisation)
	

	Membership number
	

	Signature
	

	Date


	


The above form must be completed and a hard copy (with original signatures) sent to the Secretary of Darlington for Culture Limited at the registered address no later than the start of the Annual General Meeting.

Annex 2

Form for those seeking a proxy vote at an Annual General Meeting of Darlington for Culture Limited

	Name of person seeking proxy vote


	

	Organisation (if named representative of a member organisation)
	

	Membership number
	

	Signature
	

	Date


	


	Name of person instructed to use proxy vote 
	

	Organisation (if named representative of a member organisation)
	

	Membership number
	

	Signature
	

	Date


	


The above form must be completed and a hard copy (with original signatures) brought along to the Annual General Meeting by the person instructed to use the proxy vote.
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